
Ultimate Guide to Saving 
Money on Textbooks 

 
Hello!  
 
We are thrilled to see you on campus this fall semester!  
 
Speaking of the fall semester, you are about to find out how expensive college 
textbooks can be.  A single textbook can cost you hundreds of dollars, but there are 
ways around that. Below is the guide that can potentially save you thousands of dollars 
on your textbooks throughout your college career.  
 

First before anything, we recommend that you confirm the required textbooks for 
your classes.  

Once you receive your classes and book lists for the semester, read the syllabi carefully 
to see which books are required and which ones are suggested. If it is unclear, reach 
out to your professor.  
 
Don’t be shy, say “hello,” and start the semester off right by letting your professors know 
that you are excited about the course and preparing to master the material. 

In your first email, show them you’ve read the syllabus (or at least the book list…you did 
read it, right?) and ask a few simple questions.  

Best Questions For Your Professor 
● How often is this textbook used? 

● Is an older version OK to use? If so, which edition(s)?  

● Is this a required or recommended textbook (the syllabus may provide the 
answer, too)? 

● Can the readings be found on online/ are free or low-cost PDF versions 
available? 

Last, but not least, thank them for taking the time to help you navigate buying your 
books. Be sure to customize your email for the class as much as possible to make a 
great first impression.  

 



Free Textbook Options 
 
Libraries. I’m sure you’ve heard of these magical places. Check with your college and 
the local library to see if they have any of the required books available during the 
semester. Keep in mind, it may be tricky to reserve the book for an entire semester. Use 
this as an option for textbooks that are not required as often OR when the professor has 
placed the book on hold at the campus library just for his or her students. 

Assigned specific articles or readings from a textbook? Head to the web. Use your 
school’s library to see if the articles are found on EBSCOhost or another research 
platform. You can also CHECK HERE for free (and legally downloadable) books online. 

Have a pal or two that you trust? Willing to test that trust a bit? Share or swap 
textbooks with your friends. We recommend only sharing with a group of two or three 
(otherwise books get lost too frequent).  

If you know someone who took the class during a previous semester, ask if they still 
have the book and see if they’d be willing to lend it to you for a semester. Return the 
favor later on, lend them a book they need or thank them with coffee during midterms.  

Buying For the Best Prices 
If you’re not able to swap books, ask other students if you can buy their old 
textbooks. Ask friends, ask on your school’s student portal, Facebook group, or even a 
student organization to see if anyone is willing to sell their textbook to you. They’ll likely 
give you a good deal since you’re saving them the hassle of trying to sell it back to a 
bookstore or online. 

Having trouble locating a student-to-student textbook exchange? 

Search the following terms on Facebook for groups: 

● buy, sell, & trade (books) + “your school’s name” 

● “your school’s name” + student book exchange 

● the name of your college or university 

Many of these Facebook groups can help you find cheap textbooks. 

Check rental options. Renting textbooks is another way you can save a lot of money, 
especially if you don’t need the book again for a future class or don’t plan on 
highlighting most of the book. 

 
If you are buying a book online, use the price comparison tool like the one found on 
BookScouter to see what the best deal is for your (new, used, or rentable) 
textbook. In addition to saving money, these comparison tools will save you time.  

https://justenglish.me/2012/09/01/free-books-100-legal-sites-to-download-literature/
https://bookscouter.com/


There is no need check over thirty sites to see how much they’ll charge you for a book. 
You’ll find it all in one place. 

When all else fails, check local bookstores to see if they have a used version of your 
needed textbook in stock. Used books are less expensive than buying new. Plus the 
previous owner may have already highlighted the important facts. What a bonus! 

If you prefer to buy fresh, new textbooks, ask your school’s bookstore if they offer a 
price match program. This way you can still save on shipping costs and the time it 
takes to receive the textbook via mail. 

What to do with textbooks at the end of the semester? 
 
Return your rented textbooks! Seriously, set a reminder for when you need to mail 
the book back. Avoid those expensive late fees! 

Finally, check your books’ buyback prices through the comparison tool on 
BookScouter. Make most (if not all) your money back through textbook buyback 
programs. Recycle those dollars for next semester’s books or buy yourself something 
nice. 

For those who skipped to the end and want to know how to save money fast! 
We’ve got your back! 

Below is a simple flow chart you can use as a reference on how to save money on 
buying (and selling) your textbooks. 
 
 
 
 

 
  

https://bookscouter.com/


 
 

Good luck this semester! 
We’re cheering you on!  


